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DECAôs objective is to support the development of marketing and management skills in 

career areas such as hospitality, sales and service, sports and entertainment, international 

business, business administration and entrepreneurship. Programs and activities tailored 

to the specific career interest of students and include technical skills, basic scholastic and 

communication skills, human relations and employability skills, with a strong emphasis 

on economics and free enterprise.  DECA provides recognition and leadership activities 

directly related to attainment of specific occupational and leadership skills.  

The mission of DECA, Inc. is to enhance the co-curricular education of students with 

interest in marketing, management and entrepreneurship. DECA helps students to 

develop skills and competence for marketing careers, to build self-esteem, to experience 

leadership and to practice community service. DECA is committed to the advocacy of 

marketing education and the growth of business/education partnerships. 

 

DECA is a nonpartisan, non-sectarian 501(c)(3) association of students, teachers, and 

administrators and is recognized and endorsed by all 50 state departments of education 

and the U.S. Department of Education. 

DECA Membership 

A recent survey of DECA chapter advisors produced a profile of our members:  

 

56.8% - Female      43.2% - Male 

60% White  15% Hispanic  17% African American 4% Asian 

DECA Membership Scope 

DECA chapters operate in over 5,000 high schools and 200 colleges across the U.S., 

Puerto Rico, Guam and Canada and Germany. With over 185,000 members, (172,000 

high school and 13,000 college members) DECA has a significant impact on today's 

youth. 

Major Activities and Services 

DECA offers a wide range of services and activities for its professional and student 

members. The services and activities are organized around the areas of conferences, 

publications, competitive events, leadership and classroom and chapter resources. 

Separate programs and activities are conducted for the high school and college division. 

Arizona Statistics 2009-2010 

Arizona DECA Chapters: 112  Total Arizona Members:  6225 

 

What is DECA? 
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2010-2011 Arizona DECA High Schools 

 

Maricopa County West Valley: Phoenix Metro: Maricopa County East Valley: 

Apollo HS (Glendale) Alhambra HS  Basha HS (Chandler) 

Cactus HS (Glendale) Arcadia HS Chandler HS 

Centennial HS (Peoria) Bostrom HS Chaparral HS (Scottsdale) 

Copper Canyon HS (Glendale) Camelback HS Corona Del Sol HS (Tempe) 

Cortez HS (Glendale) Carl Hayden HS Desert Mountain HS (Scottsdale) 

Deer Valley HS (Glendale) Central HS Desert Ridge HS (Gilbert) 

Desert Edge HS (Goodyear) Cesar Chavez HS Desert Vista HS (Tempe) 

Glendale HS Maryvale HS Dobson HS (Tempe) 

Greenway HS (Glendale) Metro Tech HS Gilbert HS 

Independence HS (Glendale) North HS Hamilton HS (Chandler) 

Ironwood HS (Peoria) South Mountain HS Highland HS (Gilbert) 

La Joya HS (Avondale) Trevor Browne HS Higley HS 

Liberty HS (Peoria) 
 

Marcos De Niza HS (Tempe) 

Moon Valley HS (Glendale) Maricopa County North Valley: McClintock HS (Tempe) 

Mountain Ridge HS (Glendale) Barry Goldwater HS (Phoenix) Mesa HS 

Peoria HS Boulder Creek HS (Anthem) Mesquite HS (Gilbert) 

Raymond S. Kellis HS (Peoria) Cactus Shadows HS (Cave Creek) Mountain Pointe HS (Tempe) 

Sandra Day O'Connor HS (Glendale) Horizon HS (Scottsdale) Mountain View HS (Mesa) 

Sunnyslope HS (Glendale) North Canyon HS (Paradise Valley) Perry HS (Chandler) 

Sunrise Mountain HS (Peoria) Pinnacle HS (Paradise Valley) Queen Creek HS 

Thunderbird HS (Glendale) Shadow Mountain HS (Phoenix) Red Mountain HS (Mesa) 

Valley Vista HS (Surprise) 
 

Saguaro HS (Scottsdale) 

Verrado HS (Buckeye) Rural Area Schools: San Tan Foothills HS (Queen Creek) 

Washington HS (Glendale) Bradshaw Mountain HS (Prescott) Skyline HS (Mesa) 

Westview HS (Avondale) Benson Tempe HS 

Willow Canyon HS (Surprise) Buena HS (Sierra Vista) Williams Field HS (Higley) 

 

Casa Grande HS 

 Tucson Metro & Surrounding Areas: Chinle HS 
 

Canyon Del Oro HS Douglas HS Yuma: 

Catalina Foothills HS Fredonia HS Cibola HS 

Cholla HS Globe HS Gila Ridge HS 

Cienega HS Greyhills Academy (Tuba City) Kofa HS  

Desert View HS Kingman HS  San Luis HS 

Flowing Wells HS Lake Havasu HS  
 

Ironwood Ridge HS Maricopa HS 
 

Marana HS Payson HS 
 

Mountain View Marana HS Red Mesa HS (Four Corners) 
 

Palo Verde HS Safford HS 
 

Pima Partnership St. David HS 
 

Pueblo HS Superior HS 
 

Rincon HS Vista Grande HS (Casa Grande) 
 

Sabino HS Wickenburg HS 
 

Sahuaro HS Window Rock 
 

Santa Rita HS 
  

Sunnyside HS 
  

Tucson HS 
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Each year Arizona DECA students get an opportunity to participate in a variety of 

different leadership conferences aimed at improving their teamwork and communication 

skills. 

 

Arizona DECA Fall Leadership Conference

The National Leadership Conference is held in different 

cities each year and will bring together DECA Students 

from the 3 different US and International Regions.  

This three-day conference is filled with many 

workshops, tours, incredible speakers and remarkable 

general sessions and activities.  This conference gives 

students an opportunity to travel and experience all that 

DECA has to offer.  The conference is typically held in 

November and typically attracts 1500-2500 students.  

WASHINGTON DC will be the host for the November 

2010 conference.   

 

 
 

DECA Leadership Conferences/Activities 

DECALYMPICS Leadership Camp 

 

Held at Arizonaôs high country, the DECALYMPICS 

Leadership Camp is an opportunity for Chapter Officers to 

get together for 3 days of networking, leadership 

development and team-building fun. 

 

Students are divided into 14 different teams made of 

individuals from different chapters.  The teams compete in 

three days of interactive activities and challenges for the 

opportunity to win Gold, Silver and Bronze Medals at the 

closing ceremony. 

 
 

The Annual Arizona DECA Fall Leadership Conference is 

typically the biggest student conference in the State of 

Arizona among all high school organization.  The 

conference features a dynamic opening session 

highlighted by a motivational keynote speaker and 

entertainment by one of the valley sports teams.  

Following the session, students are divided into different 

leadership tracks based on their year in high school.  Each 

leadership track is taught by nationally-renowned 

leadership companies that specialize in student leadership 

training as well as Arizona DECA State Officers. 

National Leadership Conference 
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DECA Competitive Events List 

            DECA Program Clusters for Arizona 

 

 Business, Management & Administration 

 Hospitality & Tourism 

 Marketing, Sales & Service 

 Entrepreneurship 

                      Hospitality, Entertainment & Tourism: 

 

 Hotel & Lodging Management 

 Quick-Serve Restaurant Management 

 Restaurant & Food Service Management 

 Principles of Hospitality & Tourism 

 Hospitality Services Management 

 Sports & Entertainment Marketing Team 

 Travel & Tourism Marketing 

 Hospitality & Recreation 

   Marketing Research 

 

 
 

Business, Management & Administration: 

 

 Marketing Management 

 Business Law & Ethics Management 

 Principles of Business Management 

 Community Service Project 

 Stock Market Game 

 Virtual Business Challenge Retail 

 Virtual Business Challenge Sports 

 DECA Quiz Bowl 

 

 
 

Entrepreneurship: 

 

 Entrepreneurship Promotion Plan 

 Entrepreneurship Written Plan 

 Creating a Franchise Business 

 Creating an Independent Business 

 International Business Plan 

 Internet Marketing Plan 

 

 
 

          Marketing & Sales: 

 

 Apparel & Accessories Management 

 Business Service Marketing 

 Food Marketing 

 Principles of Marketing 

 Retail Marketing 

 Sports & Entertainment Marketing 

 Buying & Merchandising Management 

 General Marketing Research 

 Retail Marketing Research 

 Public Relations Project 

 Advertising Campaign Event 

 Fashion Merchandising Promotional Plan 

 Technical Sales 

 

 
 

Individual  Team of 2  Team (1-3)  Online (1-3) 
 

DECA Events (offered in Arizona) 
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All DECA Competitions have a performance-based component 
 

There is no DECA Competition that only requires a test 

 

 

Most of the individual and team events consist of two major parts: a written 

comprehensive exam and a role-playing portion.   

 

The comprehensive exam is a 100 question, multiple-choice test developed especially for 

each event based on the knowledge, skills, and standards associated with the particular 

occupation. 

 

In the role-playing portion of the event, participants must accomplish a task by translating 

what they have learned into effective, efficient and spontaneous action.  A participant is 

given a written ñon-the-jobò scenario to review.  It may indicate a product or service to 

sell, a merchandising or management decision or a scenario involving customer service.  

Participants are allowed time to review the situation and to develop a professional 

approach to solving the problem in front of a judge. 

 

Students can also choose to participate in a written event or on-line event consisting of 

teams of 1-3 students per project.   

 

Based on which written event the student(s) choose, a written project consisting of 11-30 

pages is required along with a presentation of the project in-front of a judge.  Some of 

the 11-page written events also have a 100 question, comprehensive test.   

 

All on-line events are administered by National DECA.  Students may choose to 

participate in the on-line events by registered directly with National DECA 

(www.deca.org). Students participating in on-line events compete against other DECA 

students from around the country, with the top performers in each Region qualifying for 

the International Conference.  No on-line competition is held at the Area or State 

Conference and no test is required to participate. 

 

DECA also offers 3 unique competitions in which students never have to leave the 

classroom.  These competitions are all on-line-based and incorporate many of the 

standards that are taught in a typical marketing or BMAS program.  There is no 

additional fee or software required to participate in these competitions. 

 

A more comprehensive explanation of the all of the DECA Events and requirements can 

be found at www.deca.org/celisting.html  

 

 

 

DECA Competition Overview 

http://www.deca.org/
http://www.deca.org/celisting.html
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Date     Event     Location  
 

2010 

 

 

September 24-26 DECALYMPICS   Heber, AZ 

   Leadership Camp 

   

October 19   State Fall Leadership Conference Downtown Phoenix 

 

November 12-14 National Leadership Conference Washington DC   

 

2011 

 

January TBD  Central Area Career    Phoenix College 

   Development Conference 

 

January TBD  Western Area Career   ASU West 

   Development Conference 

 

January TBD  Eastern Area Career    Mesa Community College  

   Development Conference 

 

January TBD  Southern Area Career   Tucson, AZ 

   Development Conference 

 

  

March 7-8  Arizona DECA State Career  Downtown Phoenix 

   Development Conference   

 

April 28ïMay 3 International DECA Career  Orlando, FL 

   Development Conference 

 

2010-11 Conference Costs 

 

DECALYMPICS ($140) ï Includes registration, housing, meals, water bottle & t-shirt 

Fall Conference ($50) ï Includes registration, Suns Game, Suns Gift 

National Leadership Conference ($135) ï Includes registration, Washington DC Tour 

Area Conference ($10-$20) ï Includes registration 

State Conference ($65 - $85) ï Includes registration, Suns Game, Suns Gift 

International Conference ($130) ï Includes registration, hat, t-shirt, pins, toys, training 

2010-11 Arizona DECA Calendar 
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Step #1: - Meet with your local School Administration 

 

The following is a list of topics that should be addressed during your meeting: 

§ Creation of a CTSO account 

§ Requirements for travel both in & out of State 

§ Acquiring transportation and funding 

§ Listing CTSO Activities on the School Calendar 

 

Step #2: - Chapter Constitution 

 

Create a Chapter Constitution.  You can use the generic sample constitution provided on-

line at www.azdeca.org/Advisor_Page.php. Just download the file and fill in the 

highlighted areas to complete your constitution.  As your DECA Chapter changes and 

grows you can amend your Chapter Constitution to reflect your daily operations. 

 

Step #3: - Chapter Officers 

 

Your Chapter Constitution should guide you on how many Chapter Officers you will 

elect and the process for your Chapter Officer Elections.  As a general rule, each Chapter 

should have at least three Chapter Officers: 

 

 Chapter President 

 Chapter Vice President 

 Chapter Secretary 

 

In addition, you may also choose to have: 

 

 Chapter Treasurer (if your students will handle any money) 

 Chapter Historian 

 Class Representatives (either one per grade level or one per class) 

 

Step #4: - Membership 

 

Once you have created your Chapter Constitution and have elected your Chapter 

Officers, you are ready to submit your membership to National DECA.  Arizona has two 

choices for DECA Membership: 

 

Traditional Membership:  A membership program in which the Chapter registers and 

pays for only the students and adults who wish to participate in DECA activities.  The 

cost is $12 per person with a minimum of 10 students and 1 adult required for official 

Chapter Membership status and recognition. 

 

Starting a DECA Chapter in Arizona 

http://www.azdeca.org/Advisor_Page.php
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Affiliation Membership:  A new membership program in which the Chapter includes all 

students enrolled in the schoolôs Marketing, Business Management or Hospitality 

Management Program for membership in DECA.  Total cost is determined by the amount 

of registered students in the local program.  Affiliation membership is submitted in tiers 

of 25 members, with each tier costing $200 ($8 per member.) 

 

Both Traditional and Affiliation Membership covers both State and International Dues. 

 

 

Step #5: - Promotion 

 

After the completion of steps 1-3, you will officially become an Arizona DECA Chapter.  

Now itôs time to promote DECA to your students, your administration and your parents.  

Arizona DECA provides 3 FREE great products and services for you to help promote 

your new DECA Chapter. 

 

Arizona DECA Promotion Video: Each year Arizona DECA develops a new 

promotional video for teachers and students.  The video highlights the four benefits of 

joining DECA: 

 

 Leadership Experience 

 Professional Development 

 Travel 

 Fun 

 

All of the pictures and footage is taken from DECA Conferences from previous years to 

highlight all of fun and benefits that both students and teachers get from joining DECA 

and attending the various conferences and activities throughout the school year.  The 

video is available on-line at www.azdeca.org.  A free DVD copy can also be mailed to 

you if a request is made to decaarizona@yahoo.com 

 

Arizona DECA Promotion Brochure:   Along with the promotional video, Arizona also 

develops an annual full-color promotional brochure that compliments the promotional 

video.  The brochure frames the video into words and photos and continues on the theme 

of the four benefits of joining DECA.  The brochure can be used to promote your DECA 

program to students, parents and administrators.  You can request a variety of quantities 

of brochures by emailing or calling Arizona DECA.  

 

Arizona DECA State Staff & Officer Visit:    Sometimes you need an expert to come in 

to help you sell of the benefits of DECA.  The Arizona DECA State Staff and State 

Officers will be happy to come to your school and do a 45-minute multi-media 

presentation for your students and administration on all of the benefits of Arizona DECA.  

Visits are done on a first-come, first-serve basis.  All requests are done on-line at 

www.azdeca.org/Chapter_Visit_Request.php 

Starting a Chapter in Arizona Continued 

http://www.azdeca.org/
mailto:decaarizona@yahoo.com
http://www.azdeca.org/Chapter_Visit_Request.php


 10 

 

 

The last week in July and first week in August is set aside specifically for NEW 

Chapters.  The calendar for chapter visits fills up very quickly so make sure you put in 

your request as early as possible to guarantee your individual chapter visit. 

 

 

Step #6: - Attending Conferences and Activities 

 

All Arizona DECA conferences and activities are by choice, meaning that you can pick 

and choose which conferences and activities to attend.  Each conference and activity has 

a different goal and objective on what your students learn and do.  Each conference is 

also marketed toward different segments of students: 

 

DECALYMPICS Camp: (September 24-26 in Heber, AZ) 

 

 Chapter Officers Only 

 There is a cap on the amount of students & adults that a chapter may bring 

 Advanced Leadership Training, Networking, High-level activity-based 

learning 

 

State Fall Leadership Conference: (October 19 in Downtown Phoenix, AZ) 

 

 Available to all DECA members 

 No cap on the amount of students/adults that a Chapter can bring 

 4 levels of interactive leadership training based on grade level of student 

 

National Leadership Conference: (November 12-14 in Washington DC) 

 

 Available to all DECA members 

 No cap on the amount of students/adults that a Chapter can bring 

 Beginning, intermediate and advanced leadership training 

 Career Development and industry workshops/training 

 DECA competition workshops 

 Chapter Advisor workshops 

 

Local Area Conference: (January ï site various depending on Area assigned) 

 

 Available to all registered and paid DECA members 

 No cap on the amount of students/adults that a Chapter can bring 

 Entry-level DECA Competition for all students 

 Students DO NOT need to qualify at local area to attend the State 

Conference (in most events) 

 

 

 

Starting a Chapter in Arizona Continued 
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State Conference: (March 6-8 ï Downtown Phoenix) 

 

 Available to all registered and paid DECA members 

 No cap on the amount of students/adults that a Chapter can bring 

 State-wide competition for all Arizona DECA Members 

 All students who attend must compete, there are no workshops 

 

International Conference: (April 28-May 3 ï Orlando, FL) 

 

 Available to all students who place either top 4 or top 5 (depending on the 

event) at the State Conference or being elected to State Office 

 Students may also apply to attend one of the three leadership academies 

(approximately 50 students are selected to attend for leadership) 

 New Chapters are allowed to bring 1-2 students (based on membership) + 

1 adult to participate in leadership workshops and advisor training 

 

For more information on each conference, browse through the ñconferencesò section of 

the Arizona DECA website at www.azdeca.org/Conferences.php 

 

Although it is understandably tough to be able to afford to attend all Arizona DECA 

conferences and activities, Arizona DECA recommends that you at least try to send a few 

students to each conference and activity.  The more experience you and your students 

have, the easier it will be to fundraise and motivate your students to be involved. 

 

Step #7: - Comprehensive Consent Form 

 

Arizona DECA has developed one comprehensive permission form that will protect you 

and your chapter from any medical or disciplinary situation that may occur during a 

State-sponsored DECA activity. You can download the comprehensive consent form at 

www.azdeca.org/Advisor_Page.php.  All students must fill out and return the 

Comprehensive Consent Form back to you before being allowed to participate in any 

DECA activity.  Once you collect all of the comprehensive consent forms from your 

students, fill out and send in the ñStatement of Assuranceò form (last page of the 

Comprehensive Consent Form) as proof that your students have permission to participate 

in all State-sponsored DECA.  Take each studentôs Comprehensive Consent Form with 

you to every conference that they attend.  

 

Step #8: - Receiving Your Charter 

 

After completing steps 1-7, your Chapter President will be given your official Arizona 

DECA Charter on stage at the Annual State Conference.  You must attend the State 

Conference to receive your Charter.  Once you receive your Charter you can proudly 

display it in your classroom! 

 

Congratulations and rememberéhelp is a phone call or email away! 

 

http://www.azdeca.org/Conferences.php
http://www.azdeca.org/Advisor_Page.php

